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The Pretext

for National Prohibition

The plea for National Prohibition is made
on the sround that the Prohibition States
could not protect themselves against liquor
shipments from “Wet” States.

This reason no longer exists. The Webb-
Kenyon Law, together with the Reed
Amendment (generally known as the
“Bone-Dry” Law), forbid any railroad or
express company to transport liquor mnto
States whose laws prohibit it, and make it a
crime for anyone to bring liquor into any
Prohibition State.

If a State wants to be “Bone Dry,” it can
become so by adopting State Prohibition,
with the assurance that the Federal Gov-
ernment will see to it that no liquor

is shipped .

The amended Webb-Kenyon Law was
passed in recognition of the right of each
State to adopt its own policy on liquor
legislation free from outside interference.
For the same reason those States which do
not want Prohibition must have the same
right of protection for their policy FREE
FROM INTERFERENCE.

Coercion by constitutional amendment of
States opposed to Prohibition would be

most unfair.

Remember, that once adopted and made a
part of the Constitution of the United
States, National Prohibition would be
VIRTUALLY IRREVOCABLE. How-
ever short it might fall of the results ex-
pected -of it—whatever other evils might
arise because of it——however great its fail-
ure might be in a National way, even as
it has been in the State experiments—it
would be practically impossible to revoke it,
EVEN THOUGH AN OVERWHEILM-
ING MAJORITY OF THE POPUILA-
TION DESIRED I'TS REPEAL.

Thirteen of the smallest States of the Union,
with a population of less than 5,000,000,
COULD THEN OVERRULE THE
OTHER THIRTY-FIVE STATES
WITH A POPULATION OF 95,000,000.

The United Stares Brewers' Association
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